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SOPHOMORE SEASON
Sophomore goalkeeper Mike Novotny 
discusses his journey as an athlete.
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PAPAL VISIT
Students reflect on trip to Philadelphia 
to see Pope Francis.
PAGE 3
CONVENTION, page 6
CELEBRATING A CENTURY OF COVERAGE         1915-2015          WWW.DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM
By Luis Martinez
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
The Academy of Lifelong Learning is 
preparing an event addressing the issue of 
heart disease at 4:30 p.m. Wednesday at the 
Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Services educa-
tion wing.
The purpose of the presentation is to 
help people understand the risk factors, 
signs, and symptoms related to someone 
suffering from heart disease.
The presentation, titled “The Heart of 
the Matter,” also takes a look at what life-
style issues and the possible risk they may 
present for one’s heart.
Marita Metzke, the program coordinator 
for the Academy of Lifelong Learning, said 
this is the first time the academy has done 
this to her knowledge.
“This event is designed to teach people 
that the symptoms of serious heart issues 
are different for men and women,” Metzke 
said. “It’s a health education presentation.”
Mark Kattenbraker, the associate director 
of the EIU adult fitness program, will be 
the present the program.
During this presentation, Jana Johnson, a 
development officer from WEIU radio and 
television, will give her own personal sto-
ry as she experienced life-threatening symp-
toms.
“She was on a vacation in the fall last 
year, and she experienced very troubling 
symptoms,” Metzke said. “She finished the 
vacation, came home. The symptoms did 
not resolve, she went to doctor as soon as 
she got home and they immediately hospi-
talize her.”
Metzke said Johnson will be sharing her 
experience during this time of her life, and 
how it affected her.
“She’s going to talk about that experience 
and how it affect her life, what her symp-
toms were, that are certainly different than 
what we typically think of when we hear 
about heart attack symptoms,” Metzke said. 
“Had she not been hospitalized, she would 
have mostly likely died. It was that critical.”
Some of the signs people should notice 
with heart attack victims include: chest dis-
comfort, meaning any type of uncomfort-
able pressure or pain, shortness of breath, 
breaking out into a cold sweat, nausea and 
lightheadedness, according to the American 
Heart Association website.
Women are more l ikely to experience 
these other common signs than men are, 
especially shortness of breath, nausea and 
back or jaw pain.
“It’s information that can be critical for 
you or a friend or a family member,” Metz-
ke said. “This is current information.”
This is not the first time the academy 
has partnered with Sarah Bush Lincoln for 
events.
“This partnership has been in place for 
some time,” Metzke said. “It’s mutually 
beneficial.”
Metzke also said the presentation has the 
capacity for 50 people and there are still 
spots available. 
Anyone interested in attending the pre-
sentation is encouraged to contact the acad-
emy prior to the event.
Luis Martinez can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
Academy to address heart disease risks
By Cassie Buchman
Administration Editor | @cjbuchman
The Faculty Senate passed a draft resolu-
tion for the Coalition on Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics and voted to create an ad-hoc committee on 
athletics at their meeting Tuesday.
The resolution states that faculty senate will 
go on record in support of H.R. 275, which is 
a bill being considered by Congress creating a 
presidential commission about concerns on in-
tercollegiate athletics.
Jemmie Robertson, the faculty senate chair, 
wrote the resolution.
Robertson said he has not made any chang-
es since he first drafted the resolution Aug. 31., 
which was passed unanimously. 
 “My initial idea here was to simply evaluate 
issues on campus, to develop a more specific list 
of unanswered questions and things we would 
like addressed,” Robertson said. “And hopefully 
just foster a positive dialogue.”
Amy Rosenstein, a professor in the special ed-
ucation department, said she thought it was im-
portant for the athletes to be involved in these 
conversations and suggested that there be a stu-
dent athlete on the committee.
“Having a child who is an athlete and who 
does quite well in her sport, it’s sort of a very 
scary prospect to think they could be offered a 
scholarship, they come to a school, they get an 
injury, then lose their scholarship,” she said.
Rosenstein also brought up an issue that oc-
curs when students are pressured to play with 
injuries or risk losing money.
“I think it’s important for us because we’re 
seeing it, but I think there are athletes in it at 
the moment, who may be vulnerable because 
they feel like their college education is depen-
dent on that program, who need to know that 
there are other support mechanisms for them,” 
she said.
Jon Oliver, a professor in the kinesiology and 
sports studies department, said there is already 
an intercollegiate athletic board that has two 
subcommittees, one for institutional control and 
the other for student athlete health and wellness. 
“My concern would be is if we create this addi-
tional subcommittee are we not basically over-
riding or becoming redundant in the structures 
that already exist?” Oliver asked. “At a time 
when our service plates are already quite full, 
could we not just put more effort into collabo-
ration with this pre-existing advisory body?”
Oliver also mentioned anecdotal evidence he 
heard that suggests some faculty members are 
developing a negative feeling toward student 
athletes.
“Like they represent a bigger problem, athlet-
ics versus academics,” he said. 
Robertson said as a former student musician, 
he would never want a student athlete to feel 
targeted. 
“I would like to say in my classes I can’t think 
of an example where I’ve had a negative inter-
action with a student athlete,” Robertson said. 
“I’ve found them to be great contributors to 
class discussions, they do well, attend regular-
ly, let me know in advance when they’re not go-
ing to be here.”
Other faculty senate members agreed with 
Robertson, adding their own positive interac-
tions with student athletes.
The other communication discussed at the 
meeting was an email about converting the 
Center for Academic Technology Support to the 
Research, Education and Applied Learning cen-
ter.
Faculty Senate passes draft resolution, committee
SENATE, page 6 
Staff Report | @DEN_News
Ezra Evans,  18, of Chicago, was tak-
en into custody by Charleston police at 2 
p.m. Monday for a residential burglary ar-
rest warrant.
Evans was also charged with involvement 
in a robbery on Eastern’s campus, according 
to a press release sent by the Charleston Po-
lice Department,
Evans  was  incarcerated at  the  Coles 
County Safety and Detention Center pend-
ing a court appearance, according to the 
press release.
More charges of robbery and residential 
burglary are pending in Charleston cases.
The arrest is the result of a joint investi-
gation by Charleston and University Police 
Departments and the Coles County State’s 
Attorney’s Office, with assistance from the 
Crisis Response Team. 
Man taken into custody for burglary
By Mackenzie Freund
City Editor | @mgfreund_news
The Bridging Voices in Our Community is 
putting on their fifth annual Bullying Preven-
tion Convention at 8 a.m. Friday in the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union.
The theme for this year’s conference is “Re-
newing Hope in Education: Intervention and 
Prevention,” according to the conference web-
site. 
The BVC puts on the bullying conference as 
a place for people to come and learn how they 
can develop skills to help themselves prevent 
bullying when they see it. 
Mildred Pearson, a professor in the depart-
ment of early childhood, elementary, and mid-
dle level education and founder of the confer-
ence, said in a press release “This conference 
will serve as a time for learning communities 
to unite and promote bullying intervention.”
The conference is planned to feature 18 ses-
sions led by speakers from different parts of the 
Illinois region. 
Melissa Schligner, the vice president of prac-
tice for Collaborative Academic Social and 
Emotional Learning (CASEL), is scheduled to 
be the keynote speaker for the conference.
Schligner’s address is “Promoting Positive 
Students: Social and Emotional Learning and 
Bullying Prevention.”
 “With bullying, suicide, depression and 
many other behavioral challenges that cause 
anxiety, our focus is on prevention and inter-
vention,” Pearson said. 
The conference will include small sessions 
led by Eastern faculty and students, as well as 
special guest speakers from Illinois State Uni-
versity, University of Illinois- Urbana Cham-
paign, and the Mattoon, Crone and Glen Ellyn 
middle schools. 
Pearson said the addition of Eastern students 
presenting sessions and round table discussions is 
a new component to the conference.
Some of the sessions being presented are 
“Transgender Talks: Unleashing the Superhero in 
Non-Binary and Transgender Youth” by Ben Wil-
burn, a graduate assistant in the Gateway office. 
Convention 
to teach new 
prevention 
strategies Someone has a heart attack every 43 seconds 
in the United Sates.
Heart disease 
causes one in every 
four deaths in the 
United States each 
year.
Heart disease is 
the leading cause 
of death of men 
and women in the 
United States.
Coronary heart disease 
costs the United States 
$108.9 billion each year.
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High blood pressure, high 
cholesterol and smoking are the 
key risk factors for heart disease.
By Luis Martinez
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
A play dealing with bullying, death 
and suicide will be the start of East-
ern’s theatre season at 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday in Black Box Theatre in 
Doudna Fine Arts Center. 
Eastern’s adaptation of “Gidion’s 
Knot” will continue at 2 p.m. Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. 
The play is about a grieving moth-
er who tries to understand the events 
leading to her son’s suicide during a 
90-minute parent-teacher conference 
with her son’s teacher, which was orig-
inally written by Johnna Adams.
J. Kevin Doolen, the chair for the 
theatre department, is the director for 
the theatre’s first production of the 
year.
The play coincides with the fifth 
annual bullying prevention confer-
ence, Friday. 
“That was one of the reasons why 
I chose this play was so that we could 
support (the BVC),” Doolen said. 
”We’re doing a special matinée perfor-
mance of ‘Gidion’s Knot’ at 2 p.m. on 
Friday as part of the BVC conference 
on bullying.”
Doolen said both the teacher and 
the mother are learning how to come 
to terms with their own culpability 
and the events leading up to Gidion’s 
death.
“They’re both trying to put to-
gether the pieces of what happened,” 
Doolen said. “(Both of them) are try-
ing to uncover the truth of what hap-
pened and who was Gidion at time of 
his life that they didn’t have exposure 
to.”
Doolen said following the eve-
ning performance of “Gidion’s Knot,” 
there would be a talk-back and pan-
el discussion about some of the issues 
in the play.
“We met with social workers that 
deal with people dealing with death 
because of course the actors have 
to do a good deal of research to un-
derstand the play, the characters and 
what they’re going through,” Doolen 
said. “We had to also meet with the 
grief counselor to understand that 
process of accepting death, particular-
ly the death of your child.”
Tickets for the performance are 
$12 for general audience, $10 for se-
niors, Eastern faculty and staff, and 
$5 for students.
Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
JOSH SAXTON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Holly Allen, a junior theatre arts major, holds Imani McDaniel, a senior theatre arts major, on Wednesday during 
their rehearsal in the Doudna Fine Arts Center for “Gidion’s Knot” by Johnna Adams. “Gidion’s Knot” will be per-
formed Thursday through Sunday in the Black Box Theatre in the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Play will tackle suicide, bullying problems
By Analicia Haynes
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Big plans, thought to raise expec-
tations for Student Senate, will be re-
vealed Wednesday evening at the sen-
ate meeting. 
Maralea Negron, the student speak-
er of the senate, and Brinton Vincent, 
the graduate advisor of the senate, seek 
to implement strategic plans that will 
focus on the overall success and im-
provement of the senate as a whole.  
Negron aims to reinforce the impor-
tance of Roberts Rules of Order, which 
define how senate meetings should be 
delivered, in order to ensure that fu-
ture meetings run smoother and fol-
low the agenda.
“Expectations are held above me on 
how meetings should be run,” Negron 
said.
Negron will also discuss the impor-
tance of professionalism at meetings; 
senators will be reminded to be mind-
ful of what to say in order to maintain 
professionalism and avoid possible of-
fensive comments.
Overall, Negron will encourage sen-
ators to participate in discussion all the 
while following Roberts Rules of Or-
der and ensure that senators commu-
nicate with one another and feel wel-
come.
“Communication is definitely key 
to a successful senate,” Negron said.
Senators will also begin a series of 
developmental activities called senator 
sidelines, an initiative started by Vin-
cent that will take place at every stu-
dent senate meeting.
Senator sidelines is intended to 
strengthen senators’ abilities, improve 
their event planning, and work on 
team building in the senate said Vin-
cent.
The first event will focus on event 
planning.
Senators will break off into their 
designated committees and choose a 
possible location of an event, a budget 
to work with and a registered student 
organization to cooperate with, Vin-
cent said.
“The purpose is to boost and 
strengthen relationships between sen-
ators that are currently building. We 
want student government to be the 
best that we can be and that’s why we 
need to strengthen our abilities,” Vin-
cent said.   
Ceci Brinker, the student gov-
ernment advisor, said the executives 
would then emphasize what may need 
to be improved and teach the key com-
ponents of planning an event.
“(Executives) want to see what sen-
ators come up with and then fill in the 
blanks and explain why certain things 
are crucial to planning an event,” 
Brinker said.   
With committees running smooth-
er, they can focus on implementing 
their ideas to the community, Negron 
said.
Jose Durbin, the committee chair 
for student academic affairs, will dis-
cuss his committee’s event for midterm 
week, which is the week of Oct. 14.  
Durbin plans to sell candy in front 
of Booth Library in the hopes that it 
will give students the encouragement 
to get through midterms and help low-
er stress.
Durbin will also address his proj-
ect to the senate on Wednesday and 
will inform them of his budget for the 
event as well as discuss another up-
and-coming event called the “Game of 
Life,” which will aid undecided majors 
in pinpointing their interests.  
Jasmine Thomas, the committee 
chair for student affairs, will also dis-
cuss a tailgating event along with four 
other events that her committee came 
up with, which will encourage school 
spirit.
“We want to start a tradition,” 
Thomas said, “And we want students 
to have more fun and to remember the 
college experience.” 
All the committees plan to discuss 
their list of initiatives set to take place 
during the coming months at Wednes-
day’s meeting. 
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 
581-2812 or at achaynes@eiu.edu.
Student Senate expects to see improvement
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Career Network Day/Job Fair | 12:00 - 4:00 PM
Open to all students!  New employers!  MLK Union
Writing Center Workshop  | 3:30 PM  
Getting started:  Research Strategies - Coleman Hall
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Every Friday 7 pm
601 Monroe
Charleston, IL
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Open Daily
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By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor | @DEN_news
On the road for 12 hours, stu-
dents patiently waited to get a 
chance to see a man who is consid-
ered the leader of the Catholic reli-
gion, Pope Francis. 
A 60-student tour group, com-
posed of 49 Eastern students, along 
with 11 students from Southern Il-
linois University-Edwardsville, went 
to Philadelphia in a fleet of one 
mini-bus and several vans to see the 
Pope. 
The vehicles left Saturday morn-
ing.
 Students paid $60 to visit him 
and stayed until Monday morning.
Ivy Handley, a junior elementa-
ry and special education major, said 
she remembers the thrill she felt as 
she sat and waited for the van to 
reach its destination.
“Just having this opportunity 
and being able to see the pope gave 
me jitters,” Handley said. “That’s 
a once in a lifetime chance and we 
were able to do that with some of 
our closest friends.”
The Papal Pilgrimage commit-
tee began planning the trip before 
school started. 
Lauren Dowd, a senior family 
and consumer sciences major, was 
a part of the planning committee 
and said the Mass gave her a sense 
of community. 
She said the Mass was f i l led 
with different people who all had 
the goal to love one another in the 
smallest ways.
“I have a new found love for my 
faith,” Dowd said. “I learned how 
you can love people in smaller ways 
and through the little things in life.”
Dowd said she knows now that 
the only way she can truly get 
through a rough patch is by loving 
the people around her.
 She said, even on campus, just 
opening the door for someone is a 
small act of love.
Handley said being in the mo-
ment can show love for the people 
around her. 
She said often times students are 
on their phones and not responsive 
to those around them. 
She said people are so involved 
with technology and sometimes do 
not know how to actually talk to 
one another.
Both Dowd and Handley are 
Catholic and said they try to go to 
church at least twice a week. 
Handley lived in a transitional 
home over the summer and went to 
Mass twice a week, which put her in 
the habit of going to church often.
The ope’s visit was about the 
world meeting of families and the 
focus was on the importance of 
family and being loved, Dowd said. 
“He doesn’t even know any of us, 
and doesn’t even speak fluent Eng-
lish and doesn’t have to say any-
thing. He just radiates love,” Hand-
ley said.
The basic human need is to be 
loved, Dowd said.
 She said it is important for ev-
eryone to know they are a part of 
something and how valuable they 
are.
“Once you get that love, you 
share it with others and it’s kind of 
like a domino effect. It just keeps 
going and growing,” Dowd said.
Handley said she would never 
forget standing in line at the meet-
ing with the pope and seeing a 
mother and her daughter. 
She said the daughter had a dis-
ability and she remembers how 
much love and devotion the moth-
er held in her eyes for the daughter. 
“I’m actually getting chills now 
because of it, because I witnessed so 
many people, and in that moment 
we were all one,” Handley said.
T’Nerra Butler can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or tabutler@eiu.edu. 
Students attend, reflect on Pope’s visit
SUBMIT TED PHOTO
Pope Francis rides through the parade for the Festival of Families on Saturday in Philadelphia, Pa.
By Torri Griffith
Staff Reporter | @DEN_news
The Eastern chapter of the Nation-
al Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People is having its second an-
nual fish fry at 4 p.m. Wednesday at 
the Cultural Center. 
The meals will be $5 per plate and 
they will include fried fish, spaghetti, 
bread and a drink.
Moniesha Curry, the president of 
Eastern’s NAACP, said this event will 
bring a sense of unity to campus and 
will give students a chance to get away 
from the same food in the dining hall. 
Curry said the funds go directly to-
ward their organization, but that oth-
er fundraisers they have had in the past 
go toward the community. 
This is the second year that NAACP 
has hosted this event. Although there 
are those who do not eat fish, Curry 
said the popularity of the meal suited 
the needs of a majority of the students 
on campus.
This event is not only a fundraiser 
for the organization, but it gives stu-
dents the opportunity to socialize, 
meet new people, and also work on 
networking skills, Curry said. 
Curry said activities would include 
music and a table to play card games at 
after eating. 
“If you know that you want to have 
an event like this you have to take it 
step by step, you have to get your 
room reserved, you have to make sure 
that your executive board are all in 
(agreement),” Curry said. “You have to 
be able to publicize your event to get 
the name out there.”
Curry said the fish fry can be traced 
to southern cultures, and she has seen 
events like this bring together family 
and friends, and provide a way to give 
people a chance to take their minds off 
things like work and school. 
“Proper planning, effective commu-
nication, wanting to give back to your 
community and wanting to bring uni-
ty to your campus is what keeps events 
like these up and running,” Curry said. 
Curry said NAACP plans to stand 
solid on this annual event; they plan 
on making this event better so it can 
continue and not end after the second 
year.
This event is not limited to the Afri-
can-American community; Curry said 
NAACP encourages people of all eth-
nic backgrounds to come out and en-
joy the event. 
Torri Griffith can be reached at 
581-2812 or tlgriffith@eiu.edu.
NAACP 
has big 
fish to fry
Students travel 
to Philadelphia 
to see the Pope
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Being an 
informed 
individual is 
important
A lot of people, both older and younger, 
complain about today’s music. 
People like to say it does not have the 
same meaning or that it is vapid. 
But if we are being honest, a lot of songs 
throughout the decades have been like this.
Every generation remembers the music 
they listened to growing up as being better. 
And sometimes their kids also buy into 
this and they become music snobs. 
Here is the thing: the songs that their par-
ents like have usually been cherry picked 
from an entire decade or two.
While this past couple of decades have 
had some pretty bad songs like “Party Rock,” 
“Payphone” or “Girl on Fire” etc., the ‘60s, 
‘70s, ‘80s and definitely the ‘90s also had 
their share of awful songs – songs that peo-
ple do not bring up anymore or listen to 
anymore.
Over the summer driving home with fam-
ily from Kansas City, we listened to a station 
on Sirius XM called ‘80s on 8. 
The station has a show weekly that is the 
top 20 or 40 songs of that week in one of the 
years of the ‘80s. 
There were some really good songs that 
played like “Your Love” by the Outfield and 
“West End Girls” by Pet Shop Boys, but 
overall most of the songs that were playing 
were just boring. 
The number one song was some boring 
ballad by George Michael. 
Older people remember their generation’s 
music through nostalgia vision and also 
through forgetting the horrible songs. 
There are good and bad songs in every 
year and decade. Some years are better or 
worse than others.
I am not saying that all music of today is 
good; a lot of it is bad. 
A lot of it just is not my taste, but there 
are some fun songs that I hear on the rare 
occasion I listen to the radio. 
There are some genuinely good pop songs 
out there. 
And if that’s not your thing you can look 
for music in other places.
My main point is being snobby or belit-
tling people for liking today’s music and not 
being a fan of “real” music like you are does 
not make you a better person. 
It is annoying and it makes you kind of 
a jerk for constantly bagging on people for 
their taste in music.
If you like Queen and The Beatles, that is 
great. Keep listening to them. 
But there is no need to belittle people 
who like Kanye West, Nicki Minaj or Tay-
lor Swift. 
While they may not be your cup of tea, a 
lot of people do enjoy them and do not en-
joy your nagging about how music was bet-
ter in the decade you may or may not have 
lived through.
In 10 or 20 years, people will forget about 
some of the awful music of this decade by 
Pitbull, DJ Khaled, Fall Out Boy and Ma-
roon 5, some of their songs might become 
jokes like songs from other decades have. 
But we will live in a world when 2010-
2020 was someone’s favorite decade for pop 
music, and they will talk down to the next 
generation. 
Just remember how annoying it is to hear 
people talk down to you about your favorite 
music and do your best not to be that person 
years down the line.
Today’s pop music will be vintage eventually
Glassman’s presidential address was forthright There is no greater time to be informed 
about current events than today’s day and age.  
Now more than ever is there a dire need to 
stay up-to-date with current news because of 
the ever present connection that every individ-
ual on this planet has with one another thanks 
to social media. 
Despite this necessity to stay informed, I 
have unfortunately realized that more and 
more of my fellow peers are left to rot on the 
side of a garbage-lined road.  
However, they were not entirely abandoned; 
it was not until they decided to open the car 
door and jump out did the rest of society label 
them as a lost cause.  
Being uniformed when it comes to current 
events is like turning a blind eye to a brutal as-
sault on your neighbor.  
We choose to look away. 
It could be because of priorities. 
Priorities vary, and it is difficult to juggle 
schoolwork, volunteer work and actual work 
all while maintaining a somewhat adequate so-
cial life. 
Still, deep in the bowels of social media rest 
endless amounts of information that we are ex-
posed to day in and day out.  
However, between finishing homework and 
tweeting about the latest celebrity gossip that 
does not apply to real time, we neglect to filter 
what is truly relevant to our lives.  
That is, we scroll past the important outlets 
of information that are happening at this very 
moment and that can potentially alter our way 
of life or our very existence. 
There is no reason to be uniformed about 
the latest world crisis because it is there right 
in the open for the American population to 
see.  
Yet individuals continue to build barri-
cades that could block out even the greatest of 
armies.  
There was a time in my life when I refused 
to watch the news.  
After my brother shook hands with Un-
cle Sam, I denied myself any access to current 
information because I knew that my brother 
faced the possibility of fighting those very same 
problems that plague the world we live in. 
After an attempt to shelter myself from the 
news because I feared the inevitable, it became 
clear that if I did not know what was going on 
I was not only abandoning my right to know, I 
was depriving myself the opportunity to offer a 
solution and try to make a change.  
We are all united and by being connected 
with the rest of the world, we have the pow-
er to help.  
A million voices are louder than a thousand 
and the more people know the louder the voice 
for change will be.  
While not a lot of new information was 
presented during Monday’s State of the Uni-
versity address, President David Glassman was 
straightforward with the issues he discussed 
and offered some good news as well.
Glassman was direct in responding to con-
cerns that have been surfacing regarding East-
ern’s budget reductions through layoffs, fur-
loughs and other means.
He estimated these reductions all together 
would bring fiscal year 2016 expenses down 
by $10 million.
Glassman was clear in stating the reality of 
Eastern’s budget situation and explained that 
although many wished to hear about his de-
cisions sooner, waiting to take action would 
have been more detrimental.
Some may not agree with this; however, his 
explanation needed to be stated and is not far-
fetched considering Eastern’s previous cost-
saving methods like attrition have not been 
successful.
Though he was mostly up-front, Glassman 
did not go into much detail on his statement 
that program review and budget adjustments 
should be done on an ongoing basis.
This could mean something like the Coun-
cil on University Planning and Budget’s pro-
gram analysis would be continued, and certain 
departments could be at risk. 
Therefore, more details on this certainly 
would have been appreciated by faculty and 
staff in attendance. 
What came as a surprise to many was the 
announcement that intercollegiate athletics 
would begin reporting its expenses directly to 
the president’s office rather than to student af-
fairs. 
With thi s  announcement ,  Glassman 
stressed the need for “strict fiscal responsibili-
ty and accountability” from the athletics office 
including operating under a balanced budget.
This change should come across as a posi-
tive one because of Eastern’s recent issues with 
overspending its athletics budget and the cam-
pus’ concerns for transparency.
Athletics reporting directly to the president 
paired with Glassman’s stated commitment 
to being as open as possible about the bud-
get process should lead to more accountabili-
ty in the future. 
If not, the president would have no choice 
but to take direct responsibility since he is 
now the main supervisor.
Glassman was also optimistic based on the 
2 percent increase in incoming freshman that 
enrollment would begin to stabilize by 2017.
The fact that he stated a concrete date, one 
that is not too far into the future, is promis-
ing. 
He mentioned as well that increasing fund-
ing for marketing would be one of the ways to 
achieve higher enrollment.
This should help substantially considering 
all the competition Eastern has both in and 
out of state. 
Broadening Eastern’s reach through market-
ing will likely be a factor in the university ac-
tually achieving Glassman’s stated goal.
Although it is nice to have these goals and 
ideas out in the open, it is now up to the cam-
pus and community to hold Glassman to his 
promises looking into the future.
A video of Glassman’s speech is available 
online at www.thedailyeasternnews.com.
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There were flashing lights and a 
feeling of excitement in the air as 
students of all ages enjoyed them-
selves on and off the skating rink. 
Pizza was being served as music 
from the late ‘90s played through 
the speakers. 
The Residence Hall Association 
hosted “Radical Roller Skating,” 
the second event of their annual 
Residents on Campus Fest Tuesday 
at Silver Star Skate Center in Mat-
toon. 
Joe Johnson, a senior kinesiology 
and sports studies major, attended 
the ROC Fest skating event just to 
get a break from schoolwork. 
“It’s not every day you can go 
out on a Tuesday and have a lit-
tle fun,” Johnson said. “Especially 
with schoolwork getting really busy 
around this time.”
Johnson said this was his last se-
mester so he wanted to participate; 
he said it was nice to see his friends 
from his floor. 
 “I haven’t been skating for a 
long while and I am trying to get 
the hang of it again,” Johnson said. 
“I used to rollerblade a lot in the 
late ‘90s.” 
Roller skates were handed out 
to everyone, but unfortunately for 
Alyssa Tillmon, a freshman politi-
cal science major, she was not able 
to skate. 
“I came here to have fun and 
skate, but it’s really a downfall for 
me because they ran out of my 
size,” Tillmon said. 
Tillmon said she came with her 
friends, but they wear different siz-
es so they were skating without her. 
Tillmon said she ate a slice of piz-
za while she was there, but that was 
about it. 
Jessica Handley, a junior recre-
ation administration major, attend-
ed the event to watch her friends 
have fun even though she did not 
plan on skating. 
“I wanted to have some fun and 
thought this was the place to go,” 
Handley said. “Plus I got points for 
my hall.”
Hadley said she was taught how 
to skate at one time, but her les-
sons never stuck with her. 
Gilbert Ball,  a freshman pre-
medicine major, said he came to 
the ROC Fest event because it gave 
him a chance to leave his room.
“I came because I wanted to go 
roller skating and get out of the 
room, you know, leave the campus 
for once,” Ball said.
Ball said, even though he came 
alone, he met some new friends at 
the skating rink.
Alayna Moore, a junior psychol-
ogy major, said she came to the 
event to get points for Taylor Hall 
during ROC Fest. 
“ I  c ame  wi th  th ree  o r  four 
friends,” Moore said. “We all de-
cided to come last minute.” 
Moore said it was interesting to 
meet new people on campus.  
“A lot of time you just see the 
people in your own hall and people 
in classes,” Moore said. “This way 
if you fall and take someone out 
with you, you can actually know 
who they are.” 
Moore said she will probably at-
tend the boat race Thursday and 
she will be looking for panther ba-
bies on campus.
Moore said she met new people 
after she ran into them and knew 
a lot of the music that was being 
played.
 “I never knew this place existed 
so that’s a plus, I now know where 
to go.” Moore said. “One more 
hangout to do.” 
Liz Dowell can be 
reached at 581-2812 or
 at ehdowell@eiu.edu.
Students experience rolling ‘90s nightlife, music
LIZ DOWELL | DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Lexie Minott, a Lake Land College student and Mattoon resident, and Baileigh Butler, a junior psychology major, work at the Silver Star Skating Center in 
Mattoon during the “Radical Roller Skating” event. 
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   1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377   Charleston, IL 61920 
  217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
     www.woodrentals. com 
Rentals for 1 or 2 
Rent now or Spring Term 
From $290-440 
Call for appointment 
For rent
Help wanted
WALKING DISTANCE TO DOUNA 
AND FINE ARTS. 2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT 1/1/16. OPENINGS FOR 
FALL 2016. 1, 2, 3, 4 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT sammyrentals.com/
CALL OR TEXT (217) 549-4011 OR 
(217) 348-0673
________________________ 9/28
Available NOW - 2, & 3 BR Apts. 217-
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 9/30
Available now! One and two bed-
room apartments close to campus. 
Great price! Call or text 
217-273-2048 or 217-273-6820.
________________________ 10/5
Available Fall 2015. 2 BR Apart-
ments - water, and trash includ-
ed. Plenty of parking. Buchanan 
Street Apartments. 
217-345-1266. 
________________________ 10/6
Waitress wanted part time. Apply 
after 4 PM. Need to be here during 
breaks, must be available week-
ends. Pagliai’s Pizza. 1600 Lincoln, 
Charleston.
________________________ 10/2
Bartenders Needed. The Place in 
Ashmore - Route 16. Stop in and 
pick up an application. 
217-349-8613
________________________ 10/6
For rent
Village Rentals 2016-2017 Leasing 
Student Housing. Newly remod-
eled 1 & 2 BR Apts. water and trash 
included. 4 BR House, close to cam-
pus and pet friendly. 217-345-2516 
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com
_______________________ 10/13
Attention Sororities and Fraterni-
ties! 3-7 Bedrooms, some houses 
on parade route. All appliances in-
cluded, including washer and dry-
er. Several pricing options. 962-
0790. Panther Properties.
_______________________ 10/22 
Fall 2016:  Very Nice 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 BR 
Houses, Townhouses & Apart-
ments.  Excellent locations!  1 - 3 
Blocks from Campus.  
217-493-7559.  myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 10/30
Fall 2016:  Very nice 2 BR brick du-
plex.  Totally renovated.  EVERY-
THING NEW!.  1512 2nd Street. 
Huge front yard.  $425 per person. 
217-493-7559    myeiuhome.com
_______________________ 10/30
For Spring & Fall 2016, 1, 2, 3 and 
4 BR Apts. 348-7746 
www.CharlestonlLApts.com 
_______________________ 10/30
ACROSS
 1 “Nice job, kid!”
 8 Subjects in an 
intro chemistry 
class
13 ___ cat
14 Side parts?
16 Dead Sea 
documents
17 Moved on all 
fours
19 Gradually 
increasing rage
21 Leave amazed
22 Largest U.S. lake 
by volume after 
the five Great 
Lakes
25 “Piece of cake!”
26 Beat maker
27 Entirely
28 Cause of date 
night stress
29 Zilch
30 Turkey hen’s 
mate
31 Writer Dinesen
32 Mineral in sheets
33 What recently 
hired bosses are 
part of
37 Andy of cartoons
38 Tibetan spiritual 
guru
39 Tiny energy unit
41 Black hues, in 
Shakespeare
43 “Ditto”
44 Cop a ___
45 Subdue
46 One of 100 in 
a “Winnie-the-
Pooh” wood
47 Mislays
48 X
49 Planter’s bagful
51 Sculptor who 
pioneered 
Dadaism
53 Middle of the 
week … or an 
appropriate title 
for this puzzle
57 Light
58 Playwright John 
who wrote “Look 
Back in Anger”
59 Pops
60 Canadian airline 
with a directional 
name
DOWN
 1 Big jerk
 2 Part of X-X-X
 3 Roof coating
 4 Israeli novelist 
of “A Perfect 
Peace”
 5 Ball V.I.P.
 6 World capital half 
of which consists 
of forest
 7 Campaign line of 
2008
 8 Charge
 9 Dilly-dally
10 U.N. member 
between Norway 
and Pakistan 
alphabetically
11 Sound from a 
13-Across
12 Modern energy 
sources
15 Finalize
18 Software 
giveaway
20 Sound during a 
heist
22 Bicep image, 
briefly
23 Lots
24 When some 
kings and queens 
are crowned
26 They’re blown on 
for good luck
28 Pronto
29 Onetime Coors 
alcopop
31 Chronic pains?
32 Passing web 
fancy
34 Die down
35 “Password” or 
“Pyramid”
36 Image in the 
Timberland logo
40 ___ pedal
41 Set in stone, say
42 Religion founded 
in 19th-century 
Persia
43 Outdoor painting 
scenes
44 Khmer Rouge 
leader
46 Line connected 
to a pump?
47 Post-storm 
detritus
49 Placed
50 River through 
York
52 ___-Cat
54 Hoops legend 
with a statue in 
Philadelphia
55 Hydrocarbon 
suffix
56 “And still …”
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JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Allan Beane, an internationally recognized author on bullying, speaks during his keynote presentation during the fourth an-
nual Bridging Voices in our Community Bullying Prevention Conference on Oct. 17, 2014, in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union.  Beane spoke of the effect bullying had on his son and his death because of drugs.
Pete Grant, the director of 
digital and multimedia services 
for CATS, said he sent out the 
email three weeks ago.
“I know multimedia servic-
es have to continue on cam-
pus,” Grant said. “That’s one of 
my concerns I addressed in the 
email.”
Grant said he is also con-
cerned about student applied 
learning opportunities.
“I took the idea of the REAL 
(Research, Education and Ap-
plied Learning) center and ap-
plied that to the CATS multi-
media team,” Grant said. 
Grant said the CATS center 
has been one of the many ap-
plied learning opportunism for 
students on campus. 
“My suggestion would be for 
some sort of bigger partnership 
or bigger vision for the multi-
media group to continue after 
Aug. 31, 2016,” Grant said.
Another email mentioned 
was from Renee King, an in-
structor in the school of busi-
ness about faculty support po-
sitions.
“I am gravely concerned 
about the faculty support po-
sitions that have been eliminat-
ed on campus,” she said. “And 
I would like to see faculty sen-
ate engaging with our leaders to 
find a way to maintain or bring 
back the faculty support posi-
tions that we need in order to 
do our job for our students.”
King said she is concerned 
about what will happen a year 
or two from now when the po-
sitions are gone.
“It’s  sad because it  ap-
pears to me that we are going 
backwards,” she said. “I don’t 
want to be the only one go-
ing around campus flailing my 
arms going ‘listen, don’t do this 
don’t do this.’”
King said without technolo-
gy support, faculty will have to 
go back to the chalkboards.
Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
» SENATE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
» CONVENTION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Stephanie Fredrick will 
present “Bullying and Suicide: 
What are the Facts?”
Other topics for the ses-
sions involve racial bullying, 
bullying in the workplace and 
help for students who are be-
ing bullied.
“The focus of the round-
table informal dialogue is to 
highlight the five competen-
cies of social and emotional 
learning and discuss ways to 
integrate them in every facet 
of our lives,” Pearson said.
Eastern’s version of the play 
“Gidion’s Knot,” by Johnna 
Adams, which focuses on sui-
cide and bullying, will also be 
performed during the confer-
ence. 
The conference will have 
f ive dif ferent focus areas 
which the presentations will 
be stemming from.
The first topic focuses on 
social and emotional learning 
at all levels and research relat-
ed to the five main points of 
social and emotional learn-
ing: self awareness, self man-
agement, social awareness, re-
lationship skills and responsi-
ble decision making.
The second topic focus-
es on support at all levels and 
is planned to give the par-
ticipants the best informa-
tion they can use in practice 
as well as the chance to build 
skills so they can encourage 
supportive environments for 
all people.
Another strand, the third, 
focuses on student engage-
ment and activities; the ses-
sions that come from this 
strand will focus more on how 
to increase student engage-
ment in school and the com-
munity.
The fourth strand is about 
administration and the law 
and is geared toward individu-
als interested in the school ad-
ministration in bullying pre-
vention, social and emotion-
al learning, according to East-
ern’s website. 
The final strand is about 
community constituents and 
is planned to focus on how 
the relationship between pub-
lic schools, community agen-
cies, colleges and universities, 
and religious organizations 
can be developed.
Last year’s conference had 
roughly 300 teachers, com-
munity members and stu-
dents, according to the press 
release.
Registration can be found 
on the website for the bully-
ing conference. There is a $50 
fee for professionals, and the 
conference is free for Eastern 
students.
The registration deadline is 
noon on Thursday.  
Mackenzie Freund can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or mgfreund@eiu.edu.
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It’s that time of year again! 
Please dress appropriately
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern men’s golf team con-
tinued to struggle as it finished in 
last place in the Southern Illinois 
Edwardsville Derek Dolenc invita-
tional over the past couple of days.
The Panthers shot a 932 as a team, 
finishing 34 strokes behind 14th 
place Mott Community College at 
the par-71, Gateway Golf Course in 
Madison, Ill.
Freshman Alvaro Hernandez con-
tinued to lead the Panthers after 
shooting three rounds in the 70s. 
Hernandez has shot seven rounds 
in the 70s in the fall season. 
Hernandez shot two rounds of 
2-over, 73 Monday and finished with 
a 4-over, 75 Tuesday for a total of 
221. 
Fellow freshman Charlie Adare 
shot two rounds in the 70s as well. 
Adare shot a 1-over, 72 on Monday 
morning and then fired a 5-over, 76 
Tuesday afternoon. 
Junior Daniel Hughes shot three 
rounds in the 70s as well after fin-
ishing with a total score of 232 on 
the day.
Host Southern Illinois-Edwards-
ville took the team title after shoot-
ing a team score of 844 for the tour-
nament.
The Cougars were led by senior 
Parker Lawrence who shot a 204 and 
tied for third place in the individu-
als.
He tied with sophomore Hunter 
Richardson from Tennessee-Martin.
Lawrence and Richardson both 
shot two rounds in the 60s.
Lawrence shot a 6-under, 65 in 
round two of the tournament, which 
was the lowest round for any golfer. 
Richardson’s low round came in 
the second round as well when he 
shot a 5-under, 66.
Junior Jordan Rykal from South 
Dakota won the individual title 
when he shot two rounds of 5-under, 
66 and a round of 4-under, 67. 
Belmont, Tennessee-Martin, Mis-
souri State and South Dakota round-
ed out the top five teams.
The Panthers will be back in ac-
tion over the weekend at the John 
Dallio DePaul Memorial tournament 
at Ruffled Feathers Golf Course in 
Lemont, Ill.
Bob Reynolds can be reached at 
581-2812 or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
Eastern coach Jason Cherry said the 
two losses to Tennessee-Martin and 
Southeast Missouri over the weekend 
were a good reminder to his newcom-
ers of what conference is about.
The Panthers lost 3-1 to Tennessee-
Martin Friday and were shut out, 5-0, 
by SEMO on Sunday.
“It was a good weekend for the 
newcomers to realize what it is about,” 
Cherry said. “I think Friday we played 
really well. Sunday, we got outplayed, 
unfortunately. SEMO came out with 
a lot of intensity and was really orga-
nized.”
Eastern did get a goal from soph-
omore defender Carrie Caplin from 
a free kick about 35 yards out, which 
hit the crossbar and went in the net.
That was the only goal the Panthers 
scored over the weekend.
Cherry said his defense was short-
handed over the weekend and has 
about five to six players that are play-
ing at 70 to 80 percent.
“That is kind of tough to play two 
games in three days at this level at this 
intensity and really put out a good 
performance,” he said. “But I think we 
just have to be a little more disciplined 
and structured defensively and take a 
lot of pride defensively, which I didn’t 
see this weekend the way I wanted to. 
I know we’re better.”
Eastern will be on the road again 
for its third-straight conference 
match as it heads to Belmont Friday 
at 4 p.m. The Panthers will then be 
at home for four-straight conference 
matches. Eastern will play Jackson-
ville State at 1 p.m. Sunday at Lake-
side Field.
Bob Reynolds can be reached at
581-2812 or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
By Elias Albert
Staff reporter | @DEN_Sports
Eastern fell 3-2 to Northern Illi-
nois in double overtime Tuesday, de-
spite a two-goal rally in the last five 
minutes of regulation.
With the loss, Eastern is 2-6 for 
the season.
They have fallen in two-straight 
games by way of a double-overtime 
goal at home. 
The comeback that led to overtime 
was capped off by sophomore for-
ward Justin Oliver in the 88th min-
ute off of an assist delivered by soph-
omore midfielder Dominic Recca af-
ter a free kick. It was Oliver’s second 
goal of the season.
Previous to that, Eastern got on 
the board with a goal scored by ju-
nior midfielder Davis Wegmann in 
the 85th minute. 
As overtime began, it was clear that 
momentum was on Eastern’s side. 
In the first overtime, Eastern exert-
ed a lot of energy and created numer-
ous chances to score. 
They earned a corner kick in the 
95th minute and, just moments lat-
er, Wegmann came very close to post-
ing his second goal of the game as the 
Northern goalkeeper managed to save 
it. 
In the second overtime, things ap-
peared to sway in the favor of North-
ern. 
Junior goalkeeper Ben Feltes, who 
was making his first start of the sea-
son, made two saves while facing 
pressure from the Northern attack 
throughout the period. 
However, with just three seconds 
remaining on the overtime clock, 
Northern scored on a set piece fol-
lowing a red card booking of red-
shirt junior defender Eric McCaus-
land. 
Despite allowing the late goal, Felt-
es made eight saves during the game 
and was clean for almost 104-straight 
minutes. 
The two goals he allowed in regula-
tion both occurred within the first six 
minutes of the game.
The first was off of a penalty kick 
and the second was the result of an 
interception behind Eastern’s defense. 
Feltes adjusted and maintained de-
spite a slippery surface and 19 total 
shot attempts from Northern.
The Eastern defense maintained 
all-together with a bend-don’t-break 
apparent approach.
They had to face 21 Northern cor-
ners and didn’t allow a single one to 
lead to an immediate score.
Coach Kiki Lara was disappointed 
in the loss, but was still satisfied with 
his team’s energy and determination.
“We started off slow,” Lara said. 
“But we showed a lot of resilien-
cy and put ourselves in a position to 
make it a game.”
Lara felt that his team deserved to 
earn a better decision than the one 
they received. 
He also thought his opponents 
may have become relaxed a bit right 
before the comeback began, but 
thinks his team forced the issue.
“We were just focused on us, not 
on what (Northern) was doing,” Lara 
said. 
Despite the loss, Lara did point 
out positives associated with his team.
He was proud of the comeback ef-
fort and the team’s ball movement. 
Eastern will have a chance to get 
back on the winning side of the re-
sults as they travel to Missouri State 
next Tuesday. Missouri State is cur-
rently is currently 2-0-1 at home. 
Elias Albert can be
reached at 581-2812
or at ewalbert@eiu.edu.
Eastern falls in double OT in 2nd-straight game
MACKENZIE FREUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Freshman forward Trevor Kerns moves the ball up the pitch during the game Tuesday against Northern Illinois at 
Lakeside Field. Kerns had one shot on goal.
Women’s soccer team 
starts OVC season 0-2
Men’s golf team finishes 15th 
at Edwardsville invitational
Freshman 
Hernandez 
led Panthers 
with a 221
“We started off 
slow, but we 
showed a lot of
resiliency and put 
ourselves in a
position to make it 
a game.”
-Kiki Lara,
Eastern head coach
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: The @eiu men’s soccer team fell in double-overtime to Northern Illinois, 3-2.
JEHAD ABBED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Freshman hitter Taylor Smith and sophomore hitter Allie Hueston attempt to block the hit from sophomore hitter 
Kellie Williams of Tennesee Tech in the third set of the Panthers’ first conference game of the season Friday inside 
Lantz Arena. 
JOSH SAXTON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
 Sophomore goalkeeper Mike Novotny has a 3.0 GAA in eight games this season. Novotny has started all eight games so far this season for the Panthers.
By Sean Hastings
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports 
Things could not have gone bet-
ter for the Eastern volleyball team last 
weekend. Senior Stephanie Wallace 
broke the digs record, while the Pan-
thers grabbed two wins to start 2-0 in 
conference play.
Eastern did not lose a set over the 
weekend as they won in straight sets 
against both Tennessee Tech and Jack-
sonville State, 3-0. 
The Panthers will be riding that 
confidence coming into the match 
with Southern Illinois- Edwardsville 
on Wednesday but also know it is 
time to put all of their focus on the 
Cougars.
“Without a doubt the focus has 
been on SIUE starting (Monday) in 
practice,” Eastern coach Sam Wolins-
ki said. “But I think we take that con-
fidence with us just knowing that we 
were able to put away two opponents 
in three sets, that’s really important. 
You have to take that and build on 
that.”
She added that this is a whole new 
match and anything can happen.
SIUE is currently 1-1 in confer-
ence play, and they also took on Ten-
nessee Tech and Jacksonville State 
over the weekend.
The Cougars beat the Gamecocks 
in five sets, 3-2, but fell to Tennessee 
Tech, 3-2.
Even though the Panthers domi-
nated those schools and SIUE lost 
to one and barely beat the other, 
Eastern knows none of that matters 
now.
“That all goes out the door,” Wo-
linski said. “We have to travel there, 
it’s that travel partner game, it’s our 
first road match so there’s just a dif-
ferent scenario and I think that goes 
into it. We’ve just got to be ready to 
go so as soon as we get on that court. 
‘Boom,’ we’re ready to play and bring 
our A-game there.”
Playing on the road is different and 
not a big deal for the Panthers except 
that it is a mid-week game.
Wolinski said she wants the team 
to have the same consistency they 
showed over the weekend, which was 
focus in the last two days in practice.
They did very well with their serv-
ing, their side-out game, serve-receive, 
and their block game, but they are al-
ways looking to find ways to get ‘one 
percent better each hit.’
Just like Tennessee Tech and Jack-
sonville State, Edwardsville has a 
strong right side so the Panthers are 
ready for that. But the Cougars also 
have a strong middle, something the 
Panthers have not seen yet.
Senior Kristen Torre is the wom-
an in the middle for the Cougars and 
Wolinski said that she is their go-to 
person on the court.
If she gets the ball, the Panthers 
know they will have to go attack on 
the block.
The Panthers will look to start 
OVC play 3-0 and remain at the top 
of the conference. The match will 
start at 6 p.m. at the Vadalabene Cen-
ter in Edwardsville.
Sean Hastings can be
reached 581-2812 or
smhastings@eiu.edu.
Eastern volleyball team heads to Edwardsville
EASTERN ILLINOIS
VS.
SIU-EDWARDSVILLE
CONFERENCE MATCHUP
6 P.M.
VADALABENE CENTER
EDWARDSVILLE, ILL.
By Maher Kawash
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
At the age of 13, sophomore goal-
keeper Mike Novotny did something 
that a goalie almost never does; he 
punted the ball from his own goal and 
made it into the other team’s goal. 
That small feat is just one of the 
few things that Novotny has accom-
plished in his soccer career, as he is 
now the starting goalkeeper for the 
Eastern men’s soccer team as a soph-
omore. 
“That was probably the craziest 
thing to ever happen to me,” Novot-
ny said. “I got a little help from a bad 
bounce over the keeper, but it was still 
crazy and I didn’t know how to react.” 
Novotny grew up in St. Charles, 
Ill. and went to St. Charles East High 
School where he was a three-year var-
sity starter and was named to the 
Kane County All-Area team in 2013.
Novotny started 14 games last sea-
son as a freshman and has started all 
eight games so far this season.
“I am very fortunate to be in a po-
sition where not most sophomore col-
lege goalkeepers are in,” Novotny said. 
“This has been one of my dreams since 
I was a kid, and actually making that 
dream come true is crazy.”
Novotny came into the season with 
a solid goals allowed average of 1.82, 
but has seen that rise to 3.01 due to 
some of the elite competitors that the 
team has faced this season. 
Novotny has learned some of his 
soccer skills from his family as his fa-
ther played in college, as well as his 
brother, who plays professionally in 
England. 
“I would love to be able to keep 
playing soccer after college and go to 
England like my big brother did,” No-
votny said. 
Coming from a family full of soccer 
players, Novotny also receives a lot of 
support from his family and his num-
ber one fan, his mother. 
“She gets so nervous whenever she 
comes to my games because she al-
ways thinks I might get hurt,” Novot-
ny said.
Family seems to play a big role in 
his life and soccer career.
“My family is always there to sup-
port me through anything in life, and 
it just doesn’t get much better than 
that,” Novotny said.
After starting for three years on var-
sity in high school, Novotny said his 
favorite memory was during his senior 
year when his school played one of 
the top teams around and earned the 
shutout in a 2-0 win.
After that big game, Novotny ver-
bally committed to be a Panther. 
“I chose to play at Eastern because 
when I visited, everything just clicked, 
and I knew that this is where I want-
ed to continue my academic and soc-
cer career,” Novotny said.
Novotny has had a lot of success 
at Eastern in just two years, but on 
Aug. 30, Novotny had one of the best 
games of his career when the Panthers 
took on Lipscomb. He held Lipscomb 
to one goal and made seven saves, 
helping Eastern get their first win of 
the season.
“My goal is to keep improving my 
weaknesses and to prepare myself for 
the next level after college,” Novotny 
said.
Novotny has proven to be a lead-
er on the team, and he has impressed 
coach Kiki Lara as well.
“Novotny is someone we all know 
we can count on to make a critical 
save,” Lara said. “He is also an excel-
lent team member in the locker room, 
and he brings that cultural aspect that 
we look for in players.”
Lara has made an impact on No-
votny’s career in just his first year as 
head coach.
“Coach Lara has created that family 
environment, and his trust in us all re-
ally has made a huge difference on and 
off the field this year,” Novotny said.
Novotny has proven to be an im-
portant part of the Panthers’ success 
in his first two years of college soccer, 
and he will look to continue to be a 
leader on this team.
“It is truly an honor and blessing to 
be where I am now,” Novotny said. “I 
get to wake up every morning and do 
what I love to do.”
Maher Kawash can be reached at
581-2812 or at mwkawash@eiu.edu.
Goalkeeper lives dream, leads Panthers
“My family is
always there to 
support me 
through anything 
in life, and it just 
doesn’t get much
better than that.”
-Mike Novotny,
sophomore goalkeeper
